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Essence of the Necessary Existent
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Abstract

Ibn Sinad’s establishment of the distinction between essence and existence along with certain epistemological considerations
led him to advance the novel idea of an essence-in-itself. This essence distinguished from universal and particular
essences in order to provide a bridge between logic and science that will ground the validity and, indeed, possibility of
knowledge. However, this same concept poses a number of problems regarding Ibn Sina’s famous identification of the
Necessary Existent. Among other things, Ibn Sina’s intriguing hesitation on whether to grant the Necessary Existent an
essence or not has split commentators vis-a-vis essentialist and existentialist readings of his metaphysics. This paper
argues that neither position is correct as the problems associated with the Necessary Existent are inherently intractable
from within the current framework. Rather, upon deconstructive criticism and consequent revisions of Ibn Sina’s concept
of the essence-in-itself, a resolution to the matter of the Necessary Existent is permitted while maintaining the bridge
between logic and science.
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ibn Sina’nin Mahiyet-Viicid Ayriminin Dekonstriiksiyonu ve Vacibu’l-Viic(id’'un Mahiyeti

Oz

ibn Sin&’nin mahiyet-viicd ayrimini belirli epistemolojik diisiincelerle uyumlu bir sekilde tesis etmesi, kendinde mahi-
yete dair 6zglin bir fikir gelistirmesini saglamigtir. Bu fikir, bilginin gegerliligine ve aslinda imkanina dayanacak olan
mantik ve bilim arasinda bir kdprii saglamak igin kil ve ciiz’t mahiyetlerden ayrilir. Bununla birlikte bu ayni kavram, ibn
Sind’nin meshur tanimlamasi Vacibu’l-Viicdd ile ilgili birtakim sorunlar dogurmaktadir. Bunlarin yani sira, ibn Sind’nin
Vacibu’l-Viicda bir mahiyet verip vermeme hususundaki merak uyandiran tereddiidi, buna mutekabil yorumculari onun
metafiziginin mahiyetgi veya varoluscu olarak anlagiimasi konusunda ihtilafa diistirmistir. Bu makale, Vacibu’l-Vicid ile
ilgili problemlerin tabiati itibariyle mevcut gergevenin iginde kontrol edilemez olmasindan dolayi gérislerden higbirinin
dogru olmadigini iddia etmektedir. Aksine, ibn Sind’nin kendinde mahiyet kavraminin tarafimizca yapilan dekonstriiktif
elestirisi ve miteakip revizyonlari, mantik ve bilim arasinda képri olmayi siirdtrirken Vacibu’l-ViicGd konusuna bir ¢6zim
getirecektir.
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