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Oz

Anlamsal degisim, modern dilbilim alanindaki énemli dilbilimsel konulardan biridir. Zira anlamsal
degisim; dile dair yagsantinin tiim yonleriyle, dilin gecirdigi siireclerle, baz1 kelimelerin gegirdigi
gelisim veya tamamen anlamdan uzaklasmasina binaen dilde meydana gelen degisikliklerle ilgilenir.
Nitekim bazi kelimelerin anlami1 baglamdan baglama farklilik gosterir, bu da ¢ok anlamlilik olarak
adlandirilir. Baz1 kelimeler ise kiiltiirel ¢evrenin ve ana dil konusurlarinin olusturdugu kiiltiirel ve
sosyal faktorlerin degisimine bagli olarak kullanilmazlar. Bazilarinin anlamlarinda da gogunlukla
kelimenin gilinliik yasam igindeki kullanimindan kaynaklanan ve s6zciigii, asli manasindan tamamen
soyutlayan koklii bir degisim goriiliir. S6zciikler, bazen somut kavramlar arasindaki gegisleriyle bazen
de somuttan soyuta yaptiklart gegislerle gelisir. Cogunlukla gelisim mecazi kullanimm sonucunda
gerceklesir. Bu calismada hem eski Arap siirinde olduk¢a yaygin olarak kullanilan hem de nesir
sanatlarmin timiinde bulunan tibak-1 manevi sanati baglaminda bir araya gelen -Gis3ll 5 Y-
ifadelerini birbirine zit kavramlar kapsaminda ele alacagiz. Zira okur, Arapga kitaplarda Araplarin zit
kullanimlara olan ilgisini ve sozliiklerde bazi kelimelerin serhinde bu zitliklara bagvurdugunu agikca
gormektedir. Arastirmanin problemi iki soruda kendisini gosteriyor. lki; sdzciikler ¢aglar boyunca
yaptiklarl zaman yolculugunda dayandiklar ve gelistirdikleri anlami koruyabildiler mi? Ikincisi ise;
sozciikler Kur’an-1 Kerim’de yer almasiyla baslayip Arap dilinin liigatlerine girmesi ve tiim devirleri
boyunca Arap siirinde tasidigi anlamlarla son bulmasi siirecinde hangi asamalardan geg¢mistir?
Aragtirmamiz, anlamsal degisimi ve en 6nemli etkenlerini ele alan kisa bir agiklama ile baglamaktadir.
Daha sonra bu iki zit ifadenin -Uis sl 5 oY1 tagidign farkli anlamlar, gegirdigi zaman yolculugu
tizerinden sunulmaktadir. Bu siiregte gecirdikleri degisim incelenmis; sozliik anlami, pratik kullanim
anlami1 ve mecazi anlami agiklanmistir. Daha sonra bu iki sdzctigiin Kur’an-1 Kerim ayetlerinde ve
asirlar boyunca Arap siirinde nasil yer aldiklar1 gézlemlenmistir. Son olarak, bu iki s6zciikte meydana
gelen anlamsal degisime dikkat ¢ekilmis ayrica lizerinde ¢alisilan taban tabana zit terimlerin her birinin
gelisimi hakkinda elde edilen en 6nemli sonuglar 6zetlenmistir. Bu ¢alisma, birgok Arapca sdzcligiin
Islam’1n golgesinde anlamsal olarak gelistigini, ilerledigini ve kiiltiirel ve dini etkenler sebebiyle gozle
goriiliir bir gelismislik seviyesine ulastigini ortaya koymaktadir. Anlamlarimi korumus soézciikler
oldugu gibi asli anlamlari, 6rfi ve 1stildhi kavramlara naklolan sozciikler de tespit edilmistir.
Ornegin oY) sézciigii asli anlamim korumakla birlikte somut anlamdan soyut anlama dogru bir gelisim
gOstermistir. (is 1) s6zciigii ise asli manasini korumustur ve aglhik anlamia gelen ifadeyi terk ederek
bizim -bugin- ‘vahset’ kavrami olarak bildigimiz minvalde daha genis kapsamda kullanilmaya
baslanmustir. Bu durum; hem yeni sosyal ve kiiltiirel zevkle uyum igerisinde hem de zamanin ruhuna
ve hakim kiltlire uygundur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Anlambilim, anlamsal degisim, zitlik, Uns, vahsi.

Abstract

The semantic development is one of the important linguistic issues in the science of modern linguistics,
as it deals with the research in aspects of the life of the language, its passage through time, and the
changes that occur to it that are capable of changing the course of some of its words or abandoning
them completely. The meaning of some words differs from context to context, which is called
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polysemy, and some words are not used due to the change of the cultural environment and the social
and civilizational factors surrounding the community of its native speakers, and some words have a
radical development in their concepts that distances them from the first meaning for which they were
set, and this is often due to their frequent use and employment in the language of daily life. Words
develop sometimes with their transitions between concrete concepts and sometimes with their
transitions from concrete to abstract. Yet the development is often the result of the metaphorical use of
it. As for the reason for choosing these two antonyms (al-uns and al-wahsh=humans and monsters),
which come together in the context of juxtaposition, it is due to its frequent occurrence in ancient Arabic
poetry on the one hand, and in all the arts of prose on the other hand. Because the reader clearly sees
the interest of the Arabs in antonyms in Arabic books and their reliance on them in interpreting some
of the words in dictionaries. The research problem is manifested in two questions. The first: Did the
expressions, in their time journey throughout the ages, preserve their meaning on which they were based
and established for them? What are the stages it went through during its development, starting from its
occurrence in the Holy Qur’an, passing through the dictionaries of the Arabic language, and ending
with the meanings that it carried in Arabic poetry through all its ages? The research begins with a brief
theoretical introduction in which we talk about the semantic development and its most important
factors. After that, the research presents the different meanings of the binary opposites (al-uns and al-
wahsh) through the journey of time, and proceeds to examine their development, and shows their
lexical, used and metaphorical meanings, and then monitors how they appear in the verses of the Holy
Qur’an, and Arabic poetry throughout the ages. Finally, the research ends by mentioning the semantic
development that occurred in the two terms, and summarizes the most important conclusions reached
about the development of each of the studied antonyms. This study reveals that many Arabic words
semantically developed and progressed in the shadow of Islam and have reached a high level of
development due to cultural and religious factors. It is also stated that there are words that have
preserved their meanings, as well as words whose original meanings have been transferred to customary
and conceptual concepts. For instance, the word “al-uns” has evolved from a concrete meaning to an
abstract meaning while maintaining its original meaning. As for the term “al-wahsh”, it preserved its
original meaning and expanded until we have what is known as the concept of brutality, and the
expression meaning hunger has been abandoned. This situation corresponds with both the new social
and cultural taste and the spirit of the time and the prevailing culture.

Keywords: semantics, semantic development, the two antonyms, humans, monsters.

Extended Abstract
The semantic development is one of the important linguistic issues in the science

of modern linguistics, as it deals with the research in aspects of the life of the
language, its passage through time, and the changes that occur to it that are capable
of changing the course of some of its words or abandoning them completely. The
meaning of some words differs from context to context, which is called polysemy,
and some words are not used due to the change of the cultural environment and the
social and civilizational factors surrounding the community of its native speakers,
and some words have a radical development in their concepts that distances them
from the first meaning for which they were set, and this is often due to their frequent
use and employment in the language of daily life. Words develop sometimes with
their transitions between concrete concepts and sometimes with their transitions
from concrete to abstract. Yet the development is often the result of the metaphorical
use of it.
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As for the reason for choosing these two antonyms (al-uns and al-wahsh=humans
and monsters), which come together in the context of juxtaposition, it is due to its
frequent occurrence in ancient Arabic poetry on the one hand, and in all the arts of
prose on the other hand. Because the reader clearly sees the interest of the Arabs in
antonyms in Arabic books and their reliance on them in interpreting some of the
words in dictionaries. The research problem is manifested in two questions. The first:
Did the expressions, in their time journey throughout the ages, preserve their
meaning on which they were based and established for them? What are the stages it
went through during its development, starting from its occurrence in the Holy
Qur’an, passing through the dictionaries of the Arabic language, and ending with the
meanings that it carried in Arabic poetry through all its ages?

The research begins with a brief theoretical introduction in which we talk about
the semantic development and its most important factors. After that, the research
presents the different meanings of the binary opposites (al-uns and al-wahsh) through
the journey of time, and proceeds to examine their development, and shows their
lexical, used and metaphorical meanings, and then monitors how they appear in the
verses of the Holy Qur’an, and Arabic poetry throughout the ages. Finally, the
research ends by mentioning the semantic development that occurred in the two
terms, and summarizes the most important conclusions reached about the
development of each of the studied antonyms.

The most important findings of this study include the following:

- The development of semantics is a common phenomenon in all languages,
touched by every student of the stages of language development and its historical
phases, and the pessimist may regard it as a disease from which words rarely escape,
while those who believe in the life of language and its pace with time view this
development as a natural phenomenon that called for it.

- Semantic development can be monitored as a natural phenomenon with
linguistic awareness and monitoring of the movement of the flexible linguistic
system, as the linguistic sign moves from a specific semantic field to another.

- The word “al-uns” was mentioned eighteen times in the Holy Qur’an in the
sense of human beings.

- The word “al-uns” was mentioned in pre-Islamic poetry in the sense of the
human race, and what is different from the jinn, and in the sense of tranquillity.

- The development of the term “al-uns” throughout the history of Arabic poetry
has evolved naturally. In the beginning, the word meant the human race, and what is
different from the jinn, and now we have come to say humanity, and we mean by it
the abstract meaning that represents the characteristics of the human race.
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- The term “al-uns” did not depart from the framework of its primitive meaning
in the Holy Qur’an, which was familiar to the Arabs before Islam, but it expanded in
terms of meaning and in terms of the use of its derivations, and the largest
development that occurred in it was the transition from the word human being, which
is a concrete concept, to humanity, which is an abstract concept.

- We find that the most used connotation of the term “al-wahsh” is that it is used
in what is the opposite of man, and as it is synonymous with fear and panic.

- The word “al-wahsh” preserved its meaning that was mentioned in pre-Islamic
poetry in the Umayyad and Abbasid eras, but in modern poetry we find the root came
with all its meanings that it preserved and carried with it from the pre-Islamic era to
the modern era.

- The term “al-wahsh” also preserved its original meaning and expanded so that
we have what is called the concept of brutality. In this study, it has been tried to show
how the expression denoting hunger was abandoned according to what suits the new
civilized and social taste, and also it has been stated that how each of the two terms
evolved and moved from their original context to a new context that fits the spirit of
the era and the prevailing culture.
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